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20/04934/P – St Catherine’s Place – Statement in support of the planning application 

Bedminster BID supports this application in the strongest terms possible. Quite simply this is the 
most important development for the successful regeneration of East St in terms of its immediate 
proximity to the highly visible gateway from the city centre and the potential to kick start not just a 
daytime renaissance but also an evening economy with more people living on the street.

The Bedminster BID and Town Team has spent nearly a decade trying to reinvigorate East Street, 
once the thriving retail heart of South Bristol. We have had wonderful support and involvement 
from the local community – and enjoyed some successes. However, it remains a huge challenge, 
with a much worsening retail outlook given the current crisis - sadly reflected in dozens of empty 
shops, and a proliferation of charity shops, pawnbrokers, vapeshops etc. 

Given the impact of austerity over the past ten years and now Covid, the prospect of significant and 
much needed investment by the public sector continues to be bleak. We believe therefore the best 
prospect for East Street and the many small business owners and their employees is to turn the area 
around via significant new local demand. An ongoing challenge for the businesses here is the low 
level of immediate catchment - for several years this has been our number one priority to bring 
increased local footfall. 

The proposed regeneration of St Catherine’s Place is absolutely critical to the future of East Street 
given the blight the run-down site currently causes for this end of the street and indeed the entire 
'gateway' to East Street from the wider city. The various developments outlined in the Bedminster 
Green Framework, of which St Catherine’s Place is a crucial part, will create an estimated £3-5m 
worth of additional economic demand and transform the prospects for existing businesses and their 
employees and create the incentive for others to open here and finally turn the tide.

The continued growth and impact of the internet on retailing, the impact and consequences of 
Covid, plus the recent closure of four of the five largest retailers on East Street means the time to act 
on East Street is indisputably now - because if not, then soon when you do go there... there will be 
no there there!


